
Phonics and Reading
F.S and KS1 



What are we going to cover?
• What is Essential Letters and Sounds?
• What is Phonics?
• How we teach phonics
• Pronouncing pure sounds
• Supporting your child with reading at home
• Resources available/ school website
• Using the letter formations and spelling sequence to 

support writing at home 
• Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
• Good Reads



What is ELS?
Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) is our chosen
phonics programme

The programme moves through the progression of
sounds quickly to get children reading as quickly as
possible.



What is Phonics? 

A method of teaching beginners to read and pronounce 
words by learning to associate letters or letter groups with 
the sounds they represent.

There are 44 main sounds in the English Language. Each 
sound is represented by a grapheme (the written 
representation of a sound).



Phonics

• Essential Letters and Sounds- daily, starts from the beginning of Reception and follows progression 

• Consistent resources, language and lesson structure 

• Children read lots of decodable texts and books that match their Phonics knowledge 

• Vocabulary is developed every time children learn, hear or read a new word, caption or sentence 

• Lots of opportunities and practise- reviewing GPCs, reading words, reading decodable text

• Fluency, accuracy and expression is developed when reading decodable text 

• Develops early writing skills and letter formation 



Phoneme: the smallest single identifiable sound in a word.
For example, in the word 'cat' there are three phonemes c/a/t.

Grapheme: the written representation of a sound.

Digraph: two letters making one sound. For example, /sh/ in the word 'shop'.

Trigraph: three letters making one sound. For example, /igh/ in the word 'night'.

Split digraph: two vowel letters split by one or more consonants. For example, /a-e/ in the 
word 'cake'.



Pronouncing pure sounds
We must use pure sounds when we are pronouncing the 
phonemes and supporting children in reading words.

c  a  t
Not cu ha tuh

C-A-T
If we mispronounce these sounds we will make reading harder 
for our children.

There are videos for this on our school website and on SeeSaw
where you can hear the correct pronunciation of the sounds.



Non Decodable Words

Non decodable words are words that children cannot
independently decode using just phonics.

We call these Harder to Read and Spell words (HRS)

They are taught in order of most used.



Non Decodable Words
As they move through their phonics learning, some
of words will no longer be harder to read and spell.



ELS Progression-Reception



ELS Progression-Year 1 



ELS Progression-Year 2 (Spelling) 



Year 1 Phonic Screening Check 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-

2022-materials



Phase 2



Phase 2



Phase 3



Phase 3



Phase 5



Phase 5



Supporting Reading at Home:

• Children will read books that are decodable, this means that they should be able to read 

these books as they already know the code contained within the book.

• We only use pure sounds when decoding words (no ‘uh’ after the sound) 

• We want children to practise reading their book 4 times across the week working on 

these skills:

Decode – sounding out and blending to read the word.

Fluency – reading words with less obvious decoding.

Expression – using intonation and expression to bring the text to life!

• We send home books once per week- sometimes these books will be repeated.

• Book Talk: likes, dislikes, puzzles, connections 



New Reading Scheme: Essential Blending Books





Reading at Home (Homework):

• Fluency books/ Decodable books- child can read independently (both aloud 
and silently) 

• Sharing books- mostly decodable, but will need to be shared with an adult 
as some words will not be decodable. (old Bug Club books) 

• Online Book Oxford Owl (Year 1 and Year 2)



Reading at Home (Homework):

• Reception- up to 2 books a week 
• Year 1/ Year 2 – 2 books and an online reader per week 

• Fluency Book 
• Sharing books- mostly decodable, but will need to be shared with an adult 

as some words will not be decodable. (old Bug Club books) 

• Online Book Oxford Owl (Year 1 and Year 2)
Logins are in your child’s reading record 





Reading

• Daily Reading sessions- share & study a range of texts, authors and illustrators 

• Use of decodable texts both in school and at home

• Emphasis on reading aloud and paired reading to develop fluency, expression, prosody and comprehension 

• Vocabulary focus in all Reading lessons and all subjects 

• Reading across the curriculum- making links and furthering background knowledge

• Book talk: likes, dislikes, puzzles and connections

• 1:1 Reading happens regularly- in class 

N.B: we do not call this session ‘Guided Reading’. We call it ‘Book Talk’. 



Love of Reading

• Share and celebrate reading- both in school and at home 

• Discover authors, illustrators and genres- both children and staff 

• Lots of reading aloud and time for independent reading time 

• Book talk: likes, dislikes, puzzles and connections 

• Recommending books and utilising engaging book corners with books as the focus and the Library







Thank you!


